As a result, there are evident differences in the ways that Egypt treated them. The Egyptian policy seems to have developed in this period on an ad hoc basis, according to the needs of the Egyptian king, rather than on the basis of preexisting social and legal traditions.
The first Greeks and Carians to settle in Egypt were recruited as mercenaries by Psamtik I. Although Herodotus claims that they arrived in Egypt originally as brigands, Diodorus and the contemporary evidence of Ashurbanipal's annals suggest that Psamtik requested the Greeks and Carians from the Lydian king Gyges (Diod. 1.66.12).2 Phoenicians were probably recruited by the Saites as well, to serve as soldiers and sailors.3 Later, Jews and Aramaeans played a similar role under the Persians. The bulk of the evidence for these groups comes from the papyri of the Persian-era garrison at Elephantine (Yeb)/Syene in Upper Egypt, but there is good reason to believe that the community there traced its origins to the Saite period. The author of the second-century BC Letter of Aristeas asserts that Jews had been sent to help Psamtik (I or II) with his campaigns against the Nubians.4 These soldiers, being essential to the Saite and Persian kings for the maintenance of control over the country, were, as we shall see, accorded special privileges.
Foreigners in Egypt who did not serve as mercenaries often came as merchants and craftsmen. Here again most is known about the Greeks, who were granted the settlement of Naukratis as an emporion to regulate trade between Greece and Egypt, and also for the purpose of craft manufacturing for local sale and for export; but Phoenicians, Jews and Aramaeans also engaged in these activities.5 Merchants and craftsmen occupied a lesser status than mercenaries.
